'BY PHILIP SCHREIER

HEODORE Roosxwum*—the '=26th'f Pres-‘ ‘of Tl .
ident of the United States,| hunter, con- in. Purdeys, Rigbys, Webleys, Hol!and ;
servationist, outspoken admicate ‘of the | & Hollands and other flue arms will
National Matches and NRA Llfe.‘ ‘dominate the | ‘wall cases evokmg an
. Member—is an icon of his age epito_ ng tl ag’e of safaris and| blg game hunts.
. /American gentleman hunter of that era It is ' ‘Another case Will hlghllght his ser-
. difficult, however, to gain an aceurate mea- \'vice as aconservatmnist. hunter and
sure of Roosevelt, the man, without visiting 'NRA Life Member. Also shown will be

. his beloved home on Oyster Ba_v,r ng Island | arms used a. century ago in our war

'New York. Today Sagamore Hill ustands as a | with Spam-—a war that some argue

shrine, not only to a great man and his, fami- - made apresulent qut of a Roug‘h Rider colonel.

1y, but to the grandeur tllat marl;ed the_f Of specnal :nterest are two firearms in the
Victorian and Edwardian eras. g L museum s uollectlon that belonged to

' The new National Firearms Museum il President Roosevelt. One, a Browning- -Patent,
depict a vignette of that time by recreatmg';_ Fabrique Nationale Model 1900 semi- autb- :

- the library from Roosevelt's \ Sagamore Hill' matic pistol, was sludped to the Whlte House |

. home. It was in that room that Roosevelt, suc- in 1902 for the president’s use. Chambered'-‘

"' cessfully negotiated an end to ‘the Russo- in'.32 ACP, thzs pearl-stocked pistol is elab-| =
Japanese War, becoming the only U.S. pres:-i orately embelhshed with banknote scroll__ B

' dent to win the Nobel Peace Prize. Rectangular ' eugravmg and gold ribbon inlay. It was kept |
in shape, a shoulder-height bookease runs the in a bedside table drawer for protectmn (more.
entire length of the left side of the. room. The than one person ti':led to force their way into.
room’s far 'end has a mantle and’ fireplace, ‘Sagamore Hill), In 1919, this pistol was
flanked on the nght by wmdows. and against passed down to Theodure Roosevelt, Jr.—who

. these windows is Roosevelt's work 'desk. The ' earned the Medal of Honor for his actions in

' floor is carpeted with a patchwo‘rk of orieutal- clearmg Utah Beach on D-Day.

-~ rugs and animal skins; trophy racks and\ ' The other Roosevelt gun'is a beautiful side-
mounted heads adorn the walls, ' - || by-side double rifle imported by Frederick
7, The museum’s gallery is lai uut to dupli- . Adolph and engraved by Rudolph Kornbrath
cate this library, and from a few feet ‘away the with U.S. presidential seals at the breech of
wa.ll-length book case will appear full. But, each barrel. Chambered in .500-450 Nitro,
when visitors Approach they{wﬂl trip a mot:on:. . this double did not accompany the president
‘detector and activate an lllumma,ted display, on his famous 19'09'$afar1, but was made for
rendering the hand: -painted ‘serim” of book . him upon his return in 1910.

spmes invisible and lughllght g“a qol.lectlonf ! Visitors will leave the “Age of Elegance’

' ‘ ! : MERADd R B -gallery with an awareness of the positive

o aspects of hunting, the beauty of finely-craft-

' ed firearms and of wildlife conservation, as

| iwell as the feeling that, for a few minutes, they

' haye stood in the presence of one of this coun-

try 5 greatest presments

|\ The museum will have 13 other galleries
it and will open in June 1998. Gallery spon-
I 'sors, museum donors and volunteers are still
eeded. For mformatwn write: Whit Fentem,
u'ectpr, NFM' Dept.lAR 11250 Waples Mill

lf ‘ .»._VA %030—9400.

ustration by Nancy Zink White



‘Two of the presidential guns on display at the
National Firearms Museum will be a .32 ACP FN
Model 1900 that Theodore Roosevelt is said to have
keptin his nightstand atthe White House,and a Fred
Adolph double rifle ordered by Roosevelt in 1910.
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